Herring sets sights

on consumer clients

Former Avalon PR boss James Herring branches out from emertainment PR

Bumes Herring hos arguably one of the bhest
track records in eetebmty PR, In s 1 -year PR
carver, mastly al wlerinbiaent me TChil
CERTERIAY Avalies fe eeule. iy g ling
i st of genuine next big things, mogang from
the first series of Big Browher 10 Fm:]ﬁ Skinner
md Pawvied Bawldiel

S0 it comes as 4 shght shock to hear him
confidently predect, through i chowud of cigarene
smoke, that TV shows shaout ghoses are 'soing
tohehuge’

[s this mssernom merely because Tavlor
Herring, the PR agenoy he now runs with
his wife Cith Tavlor, hos just been signod up
Io promade @ prosgramene on e chinne] Living
TV om the sohpect! ‘Mot st all. These |vpe of
oS i gorig o bebig, they have a proven
ristimEs ek recod in Amersca Just vowwaich,
he siva

It = mevw i year simee Herring went inno biie-
nezss with s wife (ollowing his departure from
Awalan bust yeir, After o ricky stard including s
legal spat wath Avelon and i unch date com-
cidling with the ouset of o glbal inedin reces-
sfen, Herring says the pust thrree months lavs
been ‘much, much better, elnirmg tee compa-
my ik o winming sighl ool of ten aof its pliches

Herring wnd Taylor are plinmnyg to-cxpand
They want to bruneh ot from enlertoinment
PR o the broader consumer market. They
even feel conlident encugl to launch o staff
hiring sprag to reeruil consumer PR specinlists
His b lievesthatmany of thioss who, in his words
promie mammate objects’, could doo with
some pointers o the world of entersmmeant
specinlisis

1 think thereisa lack of understanding in |he
TMCG sector of the [nct that wows is ¢niertain
metit. If is what the pubhc s actually talking
uboul. Cypporianities fir getting

Em:ss COVEE-
age, for example, are spread cver al —
1l i HIGHLIGHTS

barghFestival kewsssoon promoted iohend of
press and mirketing. By 1996, his clients anide
dnam Haddiel and Shinner, aten fncfnsded enier-
Ligirrieid fegend Michae] Barmsooore, comedi
ans Steve fb

up-and-coming Paving MeCall,

Two yenrs later hie wis prommisled agam to
head Avalon's newly Taunched standulone
PR company. where perhups the most famious
project hie worked on wits By Brother,

Herring lebt Avabon in Murch 2001, Follown
hix depariure Avalon wak out o High Court
injlinction preventing ki from working while
il under contract 1o the company, An out-
af-cour seithement wis reached with Herting
paving hiv former bosses’ costs and an undis-
clisedsum.

Adter what Herring clearly found an npsel-
tingsplit.le = visibly plessed tobe working with
has wile. He points out that even though he and
Toylor—whomexpecting their first child m four
maonihs = =i side by sule st work, office 1alk is
hanmed al home

The pairmaet at g photo-shoot for Te Sam in
96 involving a stand-ofT when they realised
that both then clionts had been promised o
[romi-page picture sfot, Following 4 nervy jim-
s, Taylor's chient Zoc Ball oventunlly gor
thit prge-tlires slog, while Baddiel snd Skmnes.
Herring'scliemsganed Lhe Lop billmg.

Tovlor, who worked on the second series of
Big Brother; sivys of her hushand a5 a businsss
nartmer; “He s the misd optimistic person |

oy wnd | fimd that infections He i alun very
struieh-forward notoomplicaied,”

This b= a personality tradl ko highlighted by
Charhe Crardmer, head of comorle mifsims ond
PR at TV production company Endemol. [or
which ”l.:!l'l’lni'_hﬂ] el Pl e some o 118 most
Teminus shows including S Broden Clhiamging
Resonrsamdd Ground Force,

YEles full of ideas and fun bat js

Herming staried in PR while & 1992 obsn  strmght-forwernd.  prepares
umiversity studert mmd serving as Entertulrnen| pgent,  Welland puysatftention lostrategy,
stident wrion presudent wt Plys g0 awys Clardnet
mouth University. He spenl time oo Hermng s modest when talking
s Qo BClVISL 01 iSSUEs ranging Head of prisss and st his track record, even ex-
[rom sewipe lo the poll tox and murketing, clamming ‘thank God! when bic 1=
aetedkasa promoeter ol bolh comedy alnk Lold Crerdner has heen complimen-
and i 1868 tary— s il e would have saicl oy

I wan through the comedy nghits
he orgnsed that he met staff ol

Munnging director,

thing els after o sbrng of successes
suchas Hig Broter

: : I 'R g . .
Awalon, which he joined as an ‘Tﬂ;‘:“"" Perhaps for this chain-smoking
enterininment agent .|!I=r1_:r.hJL1:!l- IsintkB (K e easional, this .:1:Ln1p].¢ oif
ing [room Plymouth Faylar Efarting [tk modesty covuld whso show a die-

Froam inutial jobs including fstc-
night fly-posting darine the Edin-

Cmpreneinicationy

pree af trepidation about the dufure
Joe Lepper

“ovgan omd Harry Enfield and the |



